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Abstract Author Bios (alphabetical order by last name) 

Author: Sana Mohamed Abasher, PhD, University of Khartoum 

Bio: Dr. Sana Mohamed Abasher got her PhD from Khartoum University. Certificate in Health 

psychology, and counseling afterward with position as lect. in Ahfad University for Women, then as 

Assistant Professor with the same university. Her area of especialy is Psychosexual care of Cancer 

patients in general and Breast Cancer women in specific, were she also did some counseling work with 

Radiation and Isotopic Center in Khartoum. Dr. Sana worked also with Doctor without border in the field 

of HIVlAIDs. She also did many consulting projects with some NGOs working in troubled areas in Sudan 

such as Darfur, east and the South with volnurable people (ex. women and street children).  

Author: Yuko Abbott, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Yuko Abbott is a licensed clinical social worker (LCSW) and is an Oncology Social Worker at the 

University of California San Diego (UCSD) Moores Cancer Center. She holds a Master of Social Work 

degree from San Diego State University. She currently works especially with gynecologic cancer and 

urologic cancer patients. She has been a social worker for nearly 20 years. She has been in the field of 

oncology social work since 2008 and in the field of medical social work since 2004 including some work 

in pediatric oncology. Her clinical and research interests are patient empowerment, service and access 

improvement and raising awareness about support services among cancer patients. She is a member of 

Quality Committee, Wellbeing Screening committee and Survivorship Committee in order to ensure 

quality of care to patients and families, to develop relevant programs and to research impacts of these 

programs at UCSD.  

Author: Barbara Abernathy, MS, PhD, LMHC 

Bio: Barbara Abernathy is the Executive Director of the Pediatric Oncology Support Team in West Palm 

Beach, FL, adjunct faculty at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine and Florida Atlantic 

University. She is a licensed mental health counselor and NCC certified. She also has a private practice - 

Healthy Minds Counseling and Wellness. Her expertise is in facilitating the social, emotional and 

academic adjustment of children, adolescents, and young adults with chronic or life-threatening illness. 

She has a Ph.D. in Counselor Ed from Florida Atlantic University, a Master of Education in Counseling 

from the University of South Alabama, a Master of Science in Biology from Florida Atlantic University, 



and a Bachelor of Education in Human Development and Social Policy from Northwestern University. 

She has given various lectures in professional forums on trauma, identity, grief, bereavement, and 

cancer survivorship.  

Author: Annamma Abraham Kaba, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Annamma Abraham Kaba is a Clinical Supervisor and the Manager for Resources for Life After 

Cancer, a resource and counseling program for adult cancer survivors at Memorial Sloan-Kettering 

Cancer Center (MSK). She is also the founder and co-coordinator of the Department of Social Work’s 

Caregiver Program at MSK. She has a particular interest in cancer survivorship, recognizing and 

supporting family caregivers and how patients and families experience vulnerability and adversity during 

illness. She graduated from Columbia University School of Social Work with a Master of Science and 

completed a post master’s fellowship training in Gestalt Psychotherapy. She joined Memorial Sloan-

Kettering in 1998 with extensive experience in both ambulatory and inpatient settings and has been in 

field of oncology for a tenure of 17 years.  

Author: Patrice Al-Shatti, MSW, LMSW 

Bio: Patrice Al-Shatti serves as the health and wellness coordinator for a large urban faith community. 

She develops and implements educational programming, writes online wellness content, coordinates 

the monitoring and support of vulnerable members of the church community, and counsels individuals 

and families. She is also active in community mediation efforts. She recently retired from a twenty-five 

year career in geriatric and oncology social work and counseled many families facing medical crisis and 

the chronic concerns of aging. She facilitated support groups, served as a university field instructor, 

managed staff and programs, developed support services and educational materials, and led the quality 

of life efforts of the Arizona Cancer Control Coalition. She is Communications Director for Association of 

Oncology Social Work, managing the news, member networking, and social media efforts of the 

association, and speaks at local and national conferences as a healthcare trainer and advocate.  

Author: Amanda Amodio, BS, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Amanda Amodio, LCSW is a clinical social worker at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center since 

2010, having worked in both the inpatient and outpatient settings. Prior, she worked as a social worker 

at CancerCare. Amanda has a special interest in understanding health disparities for the underserved, 

especially migrants and refugees and in designing support programs for diverse oncology patient groups. 

She has developed a program for Spanish speaking patients in the outpatient oncology setting and 

serves on the MSK Community Outreach Committee. She has served as a volunteer consultant to the 

Refugee Immigrant Fund since 2010 and has undergone training on working with refugees seeking 

asylum. Amanda completed post graduate training in Psychodynamic Psychotherapy from the American 

Institute of Psychoanalysis (AIP). She presented at the 2013 AOSW annual conference and recently co-

authored a chapter on support for immigrants and refugees in the recently released Handbook of 

Oncology Social Work (2015).  

Author: Christina Bach, MBE, MSW, LCSW, OSW-C 

Bio: Christina Bach received her Masters in Bioethics and Social Work from the University of 

Pennsylvania. She is an educational content specialist and psychosocial content editor at OncoLink, 

www.oncolink.org, the web's first cancer education resource. Previously, Christina worked in both 

inpatient and outpatient medical oncology settings at Penn Medicine and as bereavement 

counselor/veterinary social worker at the Penn Veterinary Hospital. Christina focuses her work on 



distress screening response, improving patient engagement through education and empowerment, 

interprofessional collaboration, healthcare professional education, long term psychosocial effects of 

cancer survivorship, financial toxicity and advocacy, self care, meaningful use of technology in 

supportive care and animal assisted therapy in cancer care. Christina has served as the education 

director on the AOSW Board of Directors since January 2014. Previously she served as AOSW 

Pennsylvania state representative and coordinator of social networking.  

Author: Shelby Becka, BSW, MSSW, LMSW 

Bio: Shelby Becka is a graduate of the University of Texas School of Social Work. She earned her 

bachelors of social work in 2012 and completed her graduate degree in 2014. Currently, she is working 

as a social work counselor at MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas.  

Author: Lauren Berger, MPH 

Bio: Lauren provides leadership for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s national professional 

education program including online, video, and in-person programs for oncology nurses, social workers, 

and physicians, and collaborating with organizations to support healthcare professionals who treat 

blood cancer patients. She directs LLS’ continuing education accreditation program for nurses and social 

workers. Lauren was responsible for patient education programs prior to this and continues to be 

involved in producing patient education videos on topics such as Cancer Survivorship in Young Adults, 

Paths to Recovery, and Advances in Blood Cancers. Lauren has been at LLS for 10 years. She came to LLS 

from the American Lung Association, where she was responsible for health education programs, staff 

and volunteer development, and managing relationships with partners to support health education 

programs. Lauren earned a BA degree from Queens College of the City University of NY and a MPH 

degree from New York University.  

Author: Seth Berkowitz, MSW, LCSW and CCLS 

Bio: Seth Berkowitz, LCSW, CCLS is the Senior Patient Access Manager for Florida with The Leukemia & 

Lymphoma Society (LLS.) He is a licensed clinical social worker in the State of Florida and a Certified 

Child Life Specialist. Seth has been with LLS for almost 10 years. In his role he works on outreach, 

volunteer development, family support groups and individual patient needs. He serves or has served in 

leadership roles with the National Association of Social Worker Florida Chapter, Florida Society of 

Oncology Social Workers, Florida Association of Child Life Professionals and Florida Association of 

Clinical Oncology. Seth worked with a group of Young Adult Survivors to create a support group for 

young adult cancer patients in their 20‘s & 30’s. He helped establish the Florida Childhood Cancer 

Symposium, Florida Hematologic Malignancies Symposium, and the Florida Blood Cancer Conference.  

Author: Jennifer Bires, MSW, LICSW, OSW-C, End-of-Life Certificate 

Bio: Jennifer Bires graduated with her MSW from Washington University in St. Louis in 2009. She works 

as the Program Coordinator and out-patient oncology social worker for George Washington University, 

Medical Faculty Associates outpatient Cancer Center. She is charged with ensuring the highest quality of 

life possible for both patients and family members, taking into account social, familial, economic and 

logistical needs. She works closely with the palliative care team and physicians to ensure end-of-life 

needs are met and a seamless transition to hospice care is achieved. She runs a variety of support 

groups and educational programs for patients and families. In addition to the psycho-social care she 

provides, she also helps secure funding for medications, co-pays, transportation, food, and other 

logistical needs patients may have when going through treatment.  



Author: Sandra Blackburn, MSW, n/a 

Bio: Sandy Blackburn, MSW, is a patient navigator at an NCI-designated comprehensive cancer center in 

Philadelphia. She is a co-founder of the Writing a Life program, which provides an opportunity for 

patients to express their emotions through the literary arts. She coordinates the semi-annual social work 

CEU educational conferences for social workers in the cancer center network. During her twenty seven 

years of employment at a major academic medical center she has served as a patient advocate in the 

Patient and Guest Services Department as well as the coordinator of the hospital’s adult, college and 

teen volunteer programs. Current projects include implementation and database management of the 

mandated distress screening program. She has recently spoken at the Association of Oncology Social 

Work national conference and has an interest in social work education and leadership.  

Author: Lindsay Blair, MSW, LGSW 

Bio: Lindsay Blair is a Licensed Graduate Social Worker at the George Washington Medical Faculty 

Associates.Lindsay graduated from The Catholic University of America in 2015 with her Master in Social 

Work. She specializes in crisis intervention, resource management, and individualized therapeutic and 

psychosocial support.Lindsay facilitates and addresses the psychosocial needs for oncology patients 

ranging from initial appointment to end of treatment or hospice transitions. She coordinates with an 

interdisciplinary team of physicians, psychiatrists, and palliative specialists to provide whole patient 

care.In her role, Lindsay facilitates support groups and partners with the community liaisons to offer 

educational programs. She is also skilled in securing additional funds through patient assistance 

programs and aids patients in navigating insurance companies and coverage concerns.  

Author: Sage Bolte, MSW, PhD, LCSW, OSW-C 

Bio: Dr. Sage Bolte specializes in how cancer and its treatments impact sexual function and intimacy in 

relationships. She has done numerous national and international presentations and has also contributed 

to a number of publications on this topic. In 2008, Dr. Bolte received the American Cancer Society’s 

Doctoral Training Grant. Sage received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Hope College and later received 

her Master’s degree in social work from the University of Michigan. She has served as adjunct faculty at 

both The Catholic University of America and George Mason University. She received her PhD in Social 

Work from The Catholic University of America School of Social Service where her dissertation explored 

the sexual selves of young adult cancer survivors as compared to their healthy peers. Sage is the 

Director of Life with Cancer, a not for profit support and education program.  

Author: Lorelei Bonet, MSW, LCSW, OSW-C 

Bio: Lorelei Bonet studied at the City University of New York in their doctoral Social Psychology program 

before learning that she was actually a social worker, rather than a health psychologist. While in that 

program, her work centered on HIV adherence. She moved to Los Angeles and received her MSW from 

the University of Southern California. It was in her second year field placement that she worked for the 

first time in oncology, at the Simms/Mann Center for integrative Oncology. Since then, she served as an 

inpatient oncology social worker in Burbank CA for five years and has since returned to the place of her 

oncology training, where she contributes to the trans-disciplinary intern training program as well as the 

provision of patient care in the outpatient setting. She proudly presented for the first time at last year's 

AOSW conference in Seattle, where she debuted her paper on "Psychosocial Ecotones".  

Author: William S Breitbart, MD, Psychiatry, Internal Medicine, Psychosomatic Medicine 

Bio: William Breitbart, M.D. is Chairman, Jimmie C Holland Chair in Psychiatric Oncology, Department of 



Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, New York. He is the 2009 

Arthur Sutherland Lifetime Achievement Awardee,International Psycho-oncology Society; 2011 recipient 

of the Thomas Hackett Award for Lifetime Achievement from the Academy of Psychosomatic Medicine, 

and the 2013 recipient of the Jimmie Holland Award from the American Psychosocial Oncology Society. 

He is Past President of IPOS. His research has focused on Psychiatric aspects of cancer and palliative care 

. Now his focus is on Meaning-Centered Psychotherapy for cancer patients. He has published 400 peer 

reviewed papers and edited 10 textbooks including: Psycho-oncology - 1st , 2nd and 3rd Editions(co-

editor with Dr. Jimmie Holland); and two treatment manuals on Meaning-Centered Psychotherapy for 

Cancer Patients.Dr. Breitbart is Editor-in-Chief, of Cambridge University Press’ international palliative 

care journal entitled, “Palliative & Supportive Care”.  

Author: Karlynn BrintzenhofeSzoc, PhD, MSW, n/a 

Bio: Karlynn BrintzenhofeSzoc, PhD, MSW is an associate professor at NCSSS. She held the positions of 

Director, Data Management and Outcomes Assessment and Assistant Dean, Chair of the PhD program. 

Currently she is Co-Director of a Research Center at NCSSS and PI of a three-year SAMHSA training grant 

of MSW and MSN students in Screening Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) for those at 

risk for or who have a substance use disorder. Dr. BrintzenhofeSzoc’s clinical and research experience is 

in medical social work working with people diagnosed with cancer and AIDS and their family and friends. 

Dr. BrintzenhofeSzoc is a co-author on over 20 articles, 2 book chapters, six published abstracts, and two 

monographs. She has presented at local, regional, national, and international professional meetings. Dr. 

BrintzenhofeSzoc is the preceptor for six PhD students and consultant for one who received Dissertation 

Training Grants from the American Cancer Society . 

Author: Monica Bryant, JD, Esq. 

Bio: Monica Fawzy Bryant is a cancer rights attorney, speaker, and author, dedicated to improving 

access to and availability of quality information on cancer survivorship issues. Ms. Bryant is the co-

founder and Chief Operating Officer for Triage Cancer a national nonprofit organization connecting 

people to cancer survivorship information through a national Speakers Bureau, educational events, and 

online tools. Throughout her career, Ms. Bryant has provided hundreds of educational seminars, written 

articles and blogs, and appeared on television and radio shows discussing cancer-related legal issues like 

insurance access and employment rights. Additionally, Ms. Bryant is an Adjunct Law Professor at John 

Marshall School of Law in Chicago, teaching a class on Cancer Rights.  

Author: Karen Bullock, PhD, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Karen Bullock, Ph.D. is Professor and Head of the Department of Social Work at North Carolina State 

University, in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. She earned her Ph.D. in Sociology and Social 

Work from Boston University, her Master’s degree in Social Work from Columbia University, and 

Bachelor of Social Work degree from NC State University. Dr. Bullock has more than 20 years of clinical 

practice experience in mental health and aging, with interests and expertise in health care disparities 

and end-of-life care issues. She is a John A. Hartford Faculty Scholar and serves on several national 

boards and committees, including AGE-SW, Social Work Hospice & Palliative Care Network (SWHPN), the 

American Cancer Society Oncology Social Work Research Peer Review Committee, and is current Chair 

of the NASW Mental Health Section Committee. Dr. Bullock's research is focused on cancer care and 

social support for older adults with non-curable illnesses.  



Author: Christine C. Callahan, PhD, LCSW-C 

Bio: Dr. Christine Callahan is Research Assistant Professor with the Financial Social Work Initiative at the 

University of Maryland School of Social Work. She joined the Initiative in 2012 and conducts research to 

grow the FSWI as a national leader in financial capability. She worked as a clinician for 20 years at the 

NIH Clinical Center in Bethesda, MD, working with patients and families enrolled in clinical trials at this 

federal research hospital. Her work involved financial distress with people who were in medical and 

psychosocial crisis. Dr. Callahan has presented at national conferences, including the Society for Social 

Work and Research, the Society for Social Work Leadership in Health Care, the Council on Social Work 

Education, the Association of Oncology Social Work, and the Social Work Hospice and Palliative Care 

Network General Assembly. She has also written on issues related to cancer and social work practice in 

peer-reviewed journals.  

Author: Rebecca Cammy, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Rebecca Cammy, MSW, LCSW received a Master in Social Work degree from the University of 

Pennsylvania’s School of Social Policy and Practice (SP2) and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the 

University of Michigan. She also earned certification in licensed clinical social work in Pennsylvania. She 

has been a social worker at the University of Pennsylvania Health System since 2009. She started 

working for Wissahickon Hospice, followed by her current role with the Department of Radiation 

Oncology. In this position, she guides psychosocial support for oncology patients pursuing daily 

outpatient proton and conventional radiation therapy at the Perelman Center for Advanced Medicine. 

She has presented at a variety of conferences and professional development forums communication and 

end-of-life care. She was recently selected as a Palliative and End-of-Life Care Social Work Leadership 

Fellow through the Zelda Foster Studies Program at the New York University’s Silver School of Social 

Work. 

Author: Audrey Caspar-Clark, MA, RD LDN CSL 

Bio: Audrey Caspar-Clark, M.A., R.D., L.D.N, C.S.O., received her M.A. in Nutrition Education from 

Immaculata University in 2009 and her B. S. in Nutrition from Immaculata University in 2000. She holds 

an active certification as a specialist in oncology nutrition (CSO) and works as an out-patient oncology 

dietitian at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania and the Abramson Cancer Center, a large 

urban cancer center treating upwards of 6000 patients yearly. She is a frequent provider of nutrition 

related education at oncology conferences, patient support groups, and community health programs; as 

well as providing educational sessions for staff and teaching nutrition at the University of Pennsylvania 

School of Nursing. Some of her interests include cooking and preserving foods, sustainable agriculture, 

equity in health care and food distribution, and animal welfare. There are no conflict of interest 

disclosures.  

Author: Christabel K. Cheung, MSW 

Bio: Christabel Cheung, MSW, is a doctoral student in social welfare at the University of California, Los 

Angeles Luskin School of Public Affairs, where her research is focused on health care and disparities in 

survivorship from adolescent and young adult cancer. Christabel also serves as project director for Dr. 

Brad Zebrack at the University of Michigan School of Social Work. She Prior to pursuing her PhD at UCLA, 

Christabel served as lecturer/field consultant at UC Berkeley’s School of Social Welfare, where she 

taught graduate and undergraduate courses, and supervised graduate students in social work field 

placements within government and community-based agencies. As a social services practitioner, 

Christabel last served as executive director of San Francisco Village, a nonprofit organization within the 



national village movement for aging in place. She received a BJ from the University of Missouri-

Columbia, School of Journalism and an MSW from the University of California, Berkeley.  

Author: Chelsea Chin, MSSW, LCSW 

Bio: Chelsea Chin, LCSW is a clinical social worker with the Bone Marrow Transplant Service at Memorial 

Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. She provides supportive counseling, practical support, and advocacy to 

patients and families throughout the trajectory of the stem cell transplant process.   Ms. Chin earned a 

B.A. in Sociology from University of Michigan and an M.S. in Social Work from the Columbia University 

School of Social Work. She has received training in cognitive behavioral therapy from the National 

Cancer Institute funded workshop for cancer clinicians in addition to training for CLIMB® (Children’s 

Lives Include Moments of Bravery), a psychosocial intervention program for children of parents with 

cancer. She also completed post master’s certificate programs in Advanced Clinical Practice as well as 

Palliative and End-of-Life Care at the New York University Silver School of Social Work.  

Author: Sharon Cohan, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Sharon Cohan, LCSW is a graduate of Barry University School of Social Work and has worked as an 

oncology social worker for the past 20 years. For the last nine years Sharon has worked as the Manager 

of Patient Access for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society at the Palm Beach Area Chapter providing 

education to patients, families and healthcare providers. Sharon brings years of experience to LLS having 

worked with adults as an Inpatient Oncology Counselor at Good Samaritan Medical Center and with 

children as the Director of Psychosocial Services at the Conor Moran Children's Cancer Foundation. 

Sharon is a Field Educator with Barry University School of Social Work and Florida Atlantic University 

School of Social Work.  

Author: Helen L. Coons, PhD, ABPP certified; Licensed Psychologist, CPQ, NRHSP 

Bio: Dr. Helen Coons received a doctoral degree from Temple University in clinical psychology after 

interning in medical psychology at Duke University School of Medicine. She completed a Primary Health 

Care Policy fellowship at the Department of Health and Human Services, Primary Health Care Policy in 

Washington DC, and is a board-certified clinical health psychologist. Dr. Coons, a national leader in 

women’s health, mental health, and psychosocial oncology, has over 25 years of professional experience 

with women, men, and families coping with cancer, as well as with oncology healthcare providers and 

the cancer advocacy community. She provides inter-professional care to women and men across the life 

span with breast, gynecological, colon, lung, hematological, and other cancer diagnoses. Dr. Coons 

works with patients of all ages before, during, and after cancer treatment; adults with early, advanced, 

and end-stage cancer; women at “high risk” for cancer; and individuals caring for ill family members.  

Author: Mary Crooks, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Mary Crooks received a Masters in Social Work from University of Connecticut. For the past twenty 

five years she has worked as an Oncology Social Worker, with the last thirteen years specializing in care 

for patients and families enrolled in the Stem Cell Transplant Program within the Division of Adult 

Hematology Oncology at Smilow Cancer Hospital at Yale New Haven Hospital.  

Author: Jane E. Dabney, MSW, LISW-S, OSW-C 

Bio: Jane Dabney, LISW-S, OSW-C is a Licensed Independent Social Worker; she received a Bachelor of 

Arts degree at Kent State University and then continued on to earn her Master’s degree in Social Work 

at Cleveland State University. Jane is a Certified Oncology Social Worker and has been a member of the 

Association of Oncology Social Work since 2001. She has been the Blood and Marrow Transplant Special 



Interest Group leader since 2007. In addition to clinical responsibilities, Jane coordinates and co-

facilitates the monthly Post Transplant Preparation Education and Support Group. She has served on 

professional advisory committees through the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, Hope Lodge, National 

Marrow Donor Program, and Northeast Ohio Social Work Oncology Group.Jane also participates in 

psychosocial research conducted by the Blood and Marrow Transplant program at Cleveland Clinic. Jane 

has been with Cleveland Clinic’s Blood and Marrow Transplant Program since 2001 . 

Author: Sharon Daneshgar, MSW, LCSW-R 

Bio: Sharon Daneshgar received her MSW at Adelphi University. She has been a social worker at the 

North Shore LIJ System for 30 years. She presently is an oncology social worker at the Monter Cancer 

Center. She provides individual counseling to oncology patients in an outpatient setting. She also 

facilitates a blood cancer support group. She was the recipient of the ACS Quality of Life Award for the 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. She also was the recipient of the Hematology Oncology Social Sorker 

of the Year Award for AOSW.  

Author: Csaba László Dégi, MSW PHD, Licensed Principal Social Worker CNASR 

Bio: Csaba L. Degi is researcher and associate professor at the Babes - Bolyai University, Faculty of 

Sociology and Social Work in Cluj Napoca, Romania. He holds bachelor`s and masters’ degrees in social 

work and a PhD in clinical psychology. Since 2001, he has been working with cancer patients, cancer 

survivors and oncology teams. Based on his relevant practical and research experiences in psycho-

oncology he developed and coordinated several cancer-related research and psycho-social screening 

programs. His results are published in the most outstanding professional journals. He is the president of 

the Romanian Association for Services and Communication in Oncology.  

Author: Jill L. Dodson, MS, BA, LSW, LMHC, LMFT 

Bio: Jill Dodson received a BA from Purdue University and a MS from Butler University. She has been 

with Indiana University Health since 1993. She is currently the Oncology Social Worker for the Indiana 

University Health North Hospital Cancer Center. She meets with every newly diagnosed Breast Cancer 

patient and their families. She has also developed and implemented The Wellness Series for Cancer 

Patients and their Guests. She has also developed a project to Light Up Indiana University Health North 

Hospital with pink solar lights for National Breast Cancer month, energizing the community and raising 

money for Patients in Need.  

Author: Jennifer Dunn, MSW, LCSW OSW-C 

Bio: Jennifer Dunn, MSW, LCSW, is a clinical social worker who received a BA in Psychology from the 

University of Kansas and MSW from the Brown School of Social Work at Washington University in St. 

Louis. Ms. Dunn is currently employed at St. Louis University Cancer Center in St. Louis, MO and is a 

facilitator at the Cancer Support Community of Greater St. Louis. Ms. Dunn also participates as a 

facilitator at the Saint Louis University School of Medicine Death and Dying Course. Her clinical 

experience includes adult and pediatric hospice and palliative care, bereavement counseling, helping 

families cope with psychosocial aspects of cancer care, interdisciplinary teamwork, individual counseling 

and support group facilitation. Ms. Dunn has Oncology Social Work Certification and was accepted as a 

Zelda Foster Social Work Leadership Fellow in Palliative and End of Life Care at NYU Silver School of 

Social work.  

Author: Caroline Edlund, MSW-NYU; BA, English-Yale, LCSW, OSW-C 

Bio: Caroline Edlund received a BA in English from Yale College and an MSW degree from New York 



University School of Social Work. She has completed certificate programs in clinical supervision and in 

palliative/end-of-life care from New York University. She is Online Support Group Program Director at 

CancerCare. In this role, she oversees all aspects of the online program, a clinical program offering 125 

groups annually, serving the needs of cancer patients, cancer caregivers, and the bereaved. Her 

responsibilities include advising and training online moderators on best practices and collaborating with 

outside organizations around new group offerings. She also provides direct clinical support to a caseload 

of individual clients via face-to-face and telephone counseling sessions, and moderates CancerCare's 

therapeutic writing group called Healing with Words.  

Author: Tonya Letitia Edmond, BSW MSW, LCSW OSW-C 

Bio: Tonya Edmond, LCSW, OSW-C received a BA in Social Work from Mississippi State University and a 

MA degree from Howard University. She is Oncology Social Worker Certified through Association of 

Oncology Social Workers. Tonya Edmond has worked for Georgia Cancer Specialists affiliated with 

Northside Hospital Institute since 2012. As Oncology Clinical Social Worker, she assist patients and their 

families, in outpatient setting, navigate through web of emotions and psychosocial needs that are 

brought about by a cancer diagnosis. Tonya Edmond offers support groups and remains involved in 

community education and support. She received 2015 Community Service Award through Northside 

Behavioral Health. She was Psychosocial Facilitator for 2015 Casting for Recovery Breast Cancer Retreat.  

Author: Kathryn Elison, MSW, LICSW 

Bio: Kathryn is a clinical social worker at the University of Minnesota Medical Center's Blood and 

Marrow Transplant Program. Kathryn is a graduate of the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill where 

she obtained an undergraduate degree in psychology and a Master of Social Work degree. Kathryn later 

worked as a clinical social worker at the Children's Hospital of Los Angeles in the Division of Research 

Immunology & Bone Marrow Transplant prior to coming to the University of Minnesota.  

Author: Robert E. Fisher, MD, MD, Licensed in Colorado 

Bio: Robert E. Fisher, MD received his BA from Kenyon College and Medical Degree from the University 

of Cincinnati. Following Internal Medicine Residency at Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions and 

Hematology/Oncology Fellowship at the University of Maryland Cancer Center, Dr. Fisher practiced for 

14 years in Youngstown, Ohio and held Clerkship Directorship at NorthEastern Ohio Universities College 

of Medicine. Since 2002, Dr. Fisher has practiced in Longmont, Colorado and has been a partner with 

Rocky Mountain Cancer Centers since 2005. He has maintained a special interest in Survivorship Care, 

and is Past President of the MyLifeLine.org Foundation. Dr. Fisher co founded The Pink Ribbon Survivors 

Network in 2011, and is the organization’s President. Dr. Fisher has published multiple articles and 

abstracts in the field of Cancer Survivorship pertaining to data analysis of the Pink Ribbon Survivors 

Network online library database.  

Author: Meghan K. Fitzgibbons, MSW, LGSW 

Bio: Meghan Fitzgibbons received a BA in Psychology from the University of Virginia and a MSW from 

Rutgers University. She is a licensed graduate social worker employed by the Ulman Cancer Fund for 

Young Adults. As the young adult patient navigator, Meghan serves patients and their families at the 

John P Murtha Cancer Center at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in Bethesda, MD. She has 

worked in the young adult cancer field for two years and she started the Ulman Cancer Fund for Young 

Adults’ patient navigation program at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. Meghan has 

presented on self-advocacy for young adults diagnosed with cancer and she is a strong advocate and an 



educator for this patient population.  

 

Author: Robin Elizabeth Forbes, MSW, RSW 

Bio: Robin Forbes is the Practice Lead for Social Work and the Co-lead of the Division of Psychosocial 

Oncology in the Department of Supportive Care at Princess Margaret Cancer Centre. She earned her 

Master of Social Work from Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario, and a Bachelor of Social Work from 

McGill University in She is a member of the Ontario College of Social Workers and Social Service 

Workers. Currently working in the Breast Cancer site at Princess Margaret, Robin previously worked in 

Gynecologic Oncology. Her work experience is all health related, with a background in acute care 

settings such as the Emergency Department and Neurosurgery and Trauma, and tertiary care – Brain 

Injury Rehabilitation, and substance abuse treatment at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health.  

Author: Gregory Garber, MSW, LCSW, CCM 

Bio: Greg has over 25 years of experience as an oncology social worker in a variety of settings including 

large cancer centers, community based organizations and private practice. Greg has worked extensively 

with patients and families facing a cancer diagnosis to help them better the quality of their lives before 

during and following treatment and has lectured widely on the topic of Psycho-Oncology at both local 

and national levels and has taught medical professionals at various Philadelphia universities. Currently 

Greg is the Director of Oncology Support Services at the Kimmel Cancer Center Department of Medical 

Oncology. Greg has also served on the Medical Advisory Board of Living Beyond Breast Cancer and The 

Bone Marrow Foundation.  

Author: Susan R. Glaser, MSW, LCSW-R 

Bio: Susan Glaser is a clinical social worker and supervisor with an undergraduate degree from the 

University of Michigan and her Master's in Social Work from the University of Pennsylvania. She earned 

certificates in Health Care Administration, Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy, and Palliative and End of Life 

Care and received clinical training at the New York Presbyterian Hospital- Cornell University Medical 

Center in human sexuality. She has worked at the Evelyn H. Lauder Breast Center, Memorial Sloan 

Kettering Cancer Center for the past 16 years. She supervises staff and students and co-facilitates the 

Bereavement Program and Advanced Cancer Initiative.  

Author: Barbara J. Golby, MS, MSW, LCSW-R 

Bio: Barbara Golby received a BA in Psychology from SUNY Stony Brook and a Master’s of Science in 

Human Development and Family Studies from the University of Wisconsin at Madison. She earned her 

MSW from the Smith College School for Social Work in Massachusetts. She is a senior clinical social 

worker at Resources for Life after Cancer, a patient support and education program at Memorial Sloan 

Kettering Cancer Center. She has been at MSK for eight years, working with individuals and families to 

help them manage the stressors of living with a serious medical illness. Currently her work focuses on 

cancer survivorship, where she develops programs and provides support to patients and families around 

the transition to life after treatment. Ms. Golby coordinates the Department of Social Work’s MSW 

Student Education Program as well as the Kids Express Program which providing consultation and 

support services to adult patients with young children.  

Author: Kaitlin Goldgraben, BA, MSW, LMSW 

Bio: Kaitlin Goldgraben received a BA in Social Services from Quinnipiac University in 2009 and a 

Masters in Social Work from New York Univeristy in 2011. She began her social work career at the 



Mount Sinai Hospital in 2011, and has been working in the field of Oncology for 2 years. In this role, she 

provides psychosocial support to patients diagnosed with all types of cancer, and facilitates safe and 

timely discharge plans. Kaitlin specializes in working with head & neck patients, and works closely with 

Mount Sinai's primary ENT Surgery team. Kaitlin also serves on the Oncology Quality Assurance 

Committee, and has presented at an Oncology Symposium in New York City, on the social work role with 

colorectal cancer patients.  

Author: Heather H. Goltz, PhD, MSW, MEd, LMSW 

Bio: Dr. Heather Goltz is an oncology social worker and social work educator. She completed an MSW at 

the University of Houston and a PhD in health education at Texas A&M. In addition, she holds an MEd in 

health professions education. She completed a post-doctoral fellowship in health services research at 

the Houston VA and a fellowship in cancer survivorship at Baylor College of Medicine. She has a 

particular expertise in genitourinary oncology and interventions for low-health-literacy survivors. 

Author: Alexandra Gubin, MSW, LCSW-C 

Bio: Alexandra Gubin received a Masters Degree in Social Work from Columbia University. For the past 

three and a half years, she has served as a Clinical Social Worker and Patient Navigator supporting 

adolescents and young adults specifically within the Division of Pediatric Oncology at The Johns Hopkins 

Hospital. Her position was created through a partnership between the Ulman Cancer Fund for Young 

Adults and The Johns Hopkins Hospital. Ms. Gubin's job is extremely dynamic as it encompasses a hybrid 

of clinical, research, program, and policy work in the field of AYA Oncology.  

Author: Christina Hill, BSW, MSW, N/A 

Bio: Christina Hill graduated from the University of Georgia with a Masters in Social Work with an 

emphasis in Community Development and Program Management. While working on her masters she 

interned for Young Survival Coalition (YSC) and had a wonderful experience learning not only about 

nonprofit organizations but about the unique needs of young women affected by breast cancer. 

Christina currently works as YSC’s South Regional Field Manager; overseeing volunteers and 

participating in healthcare provider outreach across 12 southern states.  

Author: Alex Huffman, BASW; MSSW, LCSW 

Bio: Alex Huffman received a BA in Social Work from Baylor University and an MS in Social Work from 

the University of Texas at Austin. She has been a Social Worker for 10 years in the Dallas area, working 

in a variety settings, including schools, crisis intervention, public health, and medical/hospital. Alex has 

focused her clinical work on families and chronic illness with her passion being in caregiver support and 

bereavement services. She has currently serves as the Chair of the Women's Issues Committee for the 

Texas Chapter of NASW.  

Author: Kimberlee G. Jones, BS, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Kimberlee received a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice with a minor in Social Work from 

Jackson State University and a Master of Social Work from Savannah State University. Kimberlee began 

her social work oncology practice in the pediatric arena in 2003 where she gained concrete clinical 

practice and successfully developed a blood and marrow transplant psychosocial support program. 

Today she is an advocate for adult oncology patients at Northside Hospital where she is charged with 

developing a psychosocial support program for acute leukemia patients. Kimberlee takes an active role 

in community grass root programs and has been a facilitator for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 

for four years.  



Author: Barbara Jones, PhD, MSW 

Bio: Barbara Jones is the Assistant Dean for Health Affairs and Professor at the University of Texas at 

Austin School of Social Work. She is the Co-Director of the Institute for Collaborative Health Research 

and Practice. She is Past President of APOSW and 2013 APOSW Social Worker of the Year.  

Author: Karen Kayser, PhD, NA 

Bio: As the LaRocca Endowed Chair in Oncology Social Work, Dr. Kayser implements educational 

programs in psychosocial oncology at the University of Louisville and conducts research that focuses on 

interpersonal and psychosocial factors that influence optimal adjustment to cancer. She earned an 

interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Social Work and Psychology from the University of Michigan. She has 

conducted research on health-related stress with individuals, couples, and families both in the United 

States and internationally, including the countries of India, China, Switzerland, Italy, and Australia. She 

was the Principal Investigator on the first randomized controlled trial on a couple-based intervention to 

assist couples coping with a breast cancer diagnosis (Partners in Coping Program).  

Author: Kimarie B. Knowles, MSW, LCSW-R 

Bio: Kimarie Knowles is a clinical social worker with special training in cancer survivorship, bereavement 

issues, and group psychotherapy. She received her undergraduate degree from the College of William 

and Mary and her master’s degree in social work from the Catholic University of America. Kimarie 

completed training in psychodynamic psychotherapy at the Institute for Contemporary Psychotherapy 

and group training at Eastern Group Psychotherapy Society. She joined Memorial Sloan Kettering in 

2008 and currently works with their Resources for Life After Cancer program as well as co-directing the 

Department of Social Work’s Bereavement Program.  

Author: Laura Kotler-Klein, DSW, MSS, LCSW 

Bio: Laura Kotler-Klein, DSW, LCSW is the coordinator of social work at the Abramson Cancer Center, an 

NCI designated Comprehensive Cancer Center. She holds a doctorate in social work from the University 

of Pennsylvania. In her current role, Laura is a clinical social worker for the breast and gynecology-

oncology patients. She has over 26 years of healthcare social work experience and has worked with liver 

transplant and cardio-thoracic patients and families before transferring to oncology. Laura serves on the 

hospital's Ethics Committee and is part of the the Cancer Center's Distress Screening Project. She is a co-

founder of a writing program for patients. She supervises several MSW interns each year and facilitates 

support groups.  

Author: Anh Lai-O'Connell, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Anh Lai-O'Connell is a licensed clinical social worker who joined the Rocky Mountain Cancer Centers 

team for the Aurora and Parker clinics in 2013. Anh received her undergraduate degree in philosophy 

with a minor in psychoanalysis from Colorado College in Colorado Springs and her social work graduate 

degree from the University of Pennsylvania's School of Social Policy and Practice in Philadelphia. Prior to 

working in oncology, Anh has had experience in adolescent residential programs and psychiatric hospital 

settings with an emphasis on mental health, addiction, grief/loss. As an oncology social worker, Anh 

aims to provide patients and their families with the emotional and practical support they need to 

continue living their lives with resilience and quality despite facing tremendous uncertainty, fear, change 

and loss.  

Author: David M Latini, PhD, MSW, LP, LPC, LMSW 

Bio: Dr. David Latini is Associate Professor of Urology at Baylor College of Medicine. He is a licensed 



psychologist and oncology social worker. He completed his PhD in psychology at Stanford University and 

an MSW at the University of Houston. He has been funded by the ACS, NCI, NIMH, DOD, and VA.  

Author: Penny Carlton Lau, MSW, MFA, LCSW 

Bio: Penny Lau enjoys cultivating creativity in most everything she does, whether it be teaching, writing, 

or social work. Her curiosity and love for learning led her to her earliest career in Education, in which she 

taught, mentored and collaborated with learners of varying ages in numerous settings, from English 

language learners to university students. She was concurrently drawn to the field of Mental Health and 

then to Social Work, specifically, building on that earlier foundation. Currently, she serves patients and 

families at Moffitt Cancer Center as they make their way through one or multiple cancer diagnoses, 

encouraging them to find ways to express themselves along the way. To refill her cup, she practices 

mindfulness and yoga. Penny also returns often to her writing and plans to publish again soon.  

Author: Robin Leigh, MSW, MA, MFA, LCSW; Certified Grief Recovery Specialist. 

Bio: Ms. Leigh, MSW, MA, MFA, has given interactive workshops on the healing qualities of expressive 

writing and responsive reading to professionals and the general public in a variety of settings, including 

FSOSW Conference 2015. A published poet, dedicated to helping vulnerable and low-literacy persons 

find their own unique voice, she is working on a bibliotherapy training handbook for oncology social 

workers. Ms. Leigh, a former English and Creative Writing community college instructor and reference 

librarian, has attended the National Association of Poetry Therapists National Conference and was 

involved in the Bibliotherapy Roundtable (American Library Association). Currently, she integrates 

journal writing and creativity in her clinical work with patients and families at Moffitt Cancer Center, as 

well as in her facilitation of support groups at The LIFE Center, a non-profit organization dedicated to 

providing counseling to those suffering the death of a loved one and to those suffering with serious 

illness.  

Author: Leora Lowenthal, MSW, MPA, LICSW, OSW-C 

Bio: Leora Lowenthal is a Senior Clinical Social Worker at Boston’s Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, 

where she has spent the past year developing the social work program for a newly opened community 

cancer center in Needham, MA. Ms. Lowenthal’s education includes Master’s degrees in Social Work 

and Public Administration respectively, and a post-graduate certificate in Bioethics and the Medical 

Humanities. In addition to her clinical work she has served on several boards, including three years as 

Education Director for the Association of Oncology Social Work. She regularly speaks at professional and 

patient education events with a focus on survivorship and how to best cope with a diagnosis of cancer. 

In 2003 she was diagnosed with cutaneous T-cell lymphoma, receiving treatment at the hospital where 

she worked. Today Ms. Lowenthal is grateful for her excellent health, and the invaluable support and 

wisdom she received from many of her colleagues within AOSW.  

Author: Hannah MacDougall, MSW, LGSW 

Bio: Hannah MacDougall is a clinical social worker at the University of Minnesota Medical Center's Blood 

and Marrow Transplant Program. Hannah attended St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN where she earned 

her Bachelor of Social Work degree. Hannah then worked in case management for two years in 

Minneapolis, MN before pursuing her Master of Social Work Degree. Hannah obtained her MSW at 

Columbia University in New York City. Hannah has since worked at the Mayo Clinic and now at the 

University of Minnesota.  



Author: Renee Maggiaro, BSW 2nd year of school for my MSW, Bachelor of Social Work 

Bio: Renee Maggiaro is a oncology social worker, that has been working on an inpatient oncology unit 

for the last eight years. She has over twenty years experience working in medical social work. Renee has 

a bachelor's degree in social work and is in the 2nd year of a master's social work degree program at 

Widener University in Philadelphia. 

Author: Sherry Martin, MSW, LCSW, OSW-C 

Bio: Sherry Martin is the Lead Oncology Social Worker at the Penrose Cancer Center in Colorado Springs. 

She has 30 years of experience in oncology in both in-patient and out-patient oncology settings, 

behavioral health and hospice.  Sherry has been certified as a Compassion Fatigue Educator through the 

Green Cross Academy of Traumatology and has specialized in the area of grief and loss, authoring the 

book, Beginning Again: Tools for the Journey through Grief, a step-by-step guide for facilitators of a grief 

support group. Over the years Sherry has facilitated numerous support groups for cancer survivors and 

caregivers. In 2011 she initiated an Integrative Therapies program at Penrose Cancer Center so patients 

and caregivers can experience a wide range of therapeutic techniques that can enhance the cancer 

treatment and recovery experience.  

Author: Janine Martino, Masters in Social Work, LCSW, OSW-C, Post Masters Certificate in PELC 

Bio: Janine Martino, LCSW, OSW-C, is a Senior Social Worker at the NYU Laura and Isaac Perlmutter 

Cancer Center. She provides counseling services to cancer patients, their families and caregivers as they 

adjust to life with cancer. She offers support to patients as they begin to cope with and adjust to the 

psychological, social, emotional and spiritual impact of cancer. She also facilitates weekly support 

groups for patients living with lung cancer. She has worked in medical social work for 7 years with a 

focus in palliative and end of life care. She obtained her masters degree in Social Work (MSW) and a 

Post Master’s Certificate in Palliative and End of Life Care [PELC] from New York University’s Silver 

School of Social Work. She received her Bachelor’s degree from the University of Scranton in Counseling 

and Human Services, with a minor in Psychology and a concentration in Human Development.  

Author: William C McDermott, MSW, MBA, LCSW, OSW-C 

Bio: I am the Social Work Supervisor at the NYU Laura and Isaac Perlmutter Cancer Center in New York 

City. I have been in this position for a year. Previously I was the Social Work Manager at St. Vincents 

Comprehensive Cancer Center for twelve years and held the same position with Beth Israel Cancer 

Center for four years. I provide clinical supervision, program development, and work on a wide range of 

projects. This fall I will be helping to implement the Respecting Choices Program at the Cancer Center. I 

have experience with many different populations, especially the gay male, Latino, and Chinese 

populations. In my current role I have been giving a number of presentations to staff of other 

departments on the role of Social Work services.  

Author: Brittany J. Moore, BSW, MSSW, LSW (PA), Psychosocial Oncology Certification 

Bio: Brittany J. Moore recieved both her Bachelor's of Social Work and Master's of Science in Social 

Work degrees from the University of Louisville's Raymond A. Kent School of Social Work. She received 

the certificate of psychosocial oncology specialization through the department's 1st in the nation social 

work oncology program. Brittany Moore is currently the Oncology Patient Navigator at Magee-Women's 

Hospital of UPMC. In this role she provides psychosocial services to the patients of the community, while 

facilitating a wide range of cancer support groups, educational lectures, and professional development 

to staff on best practices for diverse populations.  



Author: Joanna F. Morales, JD, Esq. 

Bio: Joanna Fawzy Morales, Esq. is a cancer rights attorney and CEO of Triage Cancer, a national 

nonprofit organization connecting people to cancer survivorship information through a national 

Speakers Bureau, educational events, and online tools. She has served the cancer community for more 

than twenty years, including at Triage Cancer, as an Adjunct Professor at Loyola Law School teaching a 

course in Cancer Rights Law, and at the John Wayne Cancer Institute’s Psychosocial Care Program. Mrs. 

Morales has presented hundreds of seminars on employment, insurance, health care, and advocacy 

issues throughout the country. Mrs. Morales has been published in a variety of publications and serves 

on numerous health community committees and boards, including the American Cancer Society 

California Division Board of Directors. She was also recognized by the Los Angeles Daily Journal in 2010, 

as one of the Top 20 Attorneys in California Under the Age of 40.  

Author: Ahuva Morris, MSW, BA, LMSW 

Bio: Ahuva Morris received a BA in Psychology from Thomas Edison State College and an MSW degree 

from Long Island University. Ahuva is an oncology social worker at CancerCare. In her role she provides 

counseling, facilitates face-to-face and online support groups and connects patients, caregivers and 

individuals who are bereaved with resources. She specializes in working with children, teens and families 

providing individual counseling and facilitating support groups for this population. She also provides 

outreach about CancerCare's support services to New York City hospitals and schools. Ahuva is the 

National Spokesperson for Pillow Talk, an art activity that helps families communicate about cancer, and 

she has participated in TV, radio and online interviews about this program. She has authored and edited 

publications about supporting children affected by cancer. She is currently a candidate at the National 

Institute for the Psychotherapies Child and Adolescent Certificate Program.  

Author: Rebecca V. Nellis, MPP 

Bio: Rebecca V. Nellis is the Vice President of Programs and Strategy for Cancer and Careers, where she 

has launched numerous programs, oversees long-term strategy for growth and speaks regularly at 

national conferences, community events and to press on the practical issues of balancing cancer and 

employment. Rebecca earned a Masters of Public Policy degree from Georgetown University. She wrote 

a thesis entitled “Implications of Cancer Survivorship on Financial Assets, Work Productivity and 

Employment Circumstances.”  

Author: Krista R. Nelson, MSW, LCSW OSW-C 

Bio: Krista Nelson is an oncology social worker who works as Program Manager for Quality and Research 

of Cancer Support Services and recently took a new part time role as the Clinical Manager of 

Compassion with Providence Health and Services. Krista recently served as the President of the board of 

directors of the Association of Oncology Social Work and as a Director of the American Psychosocial 

Oncology Society. She loves being a part of the national discussion involving the psychosocial care of 

people with cancer. She has been a speaker at local and national conferences on issues of survivorship, 

palliative care, breast and lung cancer, distress screening and children who have a parent with cancer. 

Krista also serves as an Invited Director on the board of directors of the National Accreditation Program 

for Breast Centers, and as a Director of the American Clinical Social Work Association.  

Author: Neal Niznan, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Neal Niznan, MSW, LCSW received a Master of Social Work degree from Rutgers the State 

University of New Jersey in 1990 and a certificate in family therapy from the Multicultural Family 



Institute of New Jersey in 1993. Working as a family therapist at community mental health practices he 

provided psychotherapy for individuals, couples and families. He continued his counseling role in 2000 

at the Abramson Cancer Center in the Cancer Counseling Service at the University of Pennsylvania 

working with patients with serious medical illness. He also co-facilitated cancer support groups and 

presented at numerous conferences and workshops on coping with the emotional impact of cancer. 

Since 2009 he provides psychosocial support and services to oncology patients receiving radiation 

treatment in the Department of Radiation Oncology at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 

and facilitates the Prostate Cancer Support Group. He also maintains a private psychotherapy practice in 

the community.  

Author: Catherine Ormerod, MSS, MLSP 

Bio: Catherine L. Ormerod is responsible for overseeing the implementation of all direct service and 

partnership initiatives in support of Living Beyond Breast Cancer’s mission. This includes leading efforts 

that increase public awareness of LBBC’s mission, overseeing the development and implementation of 

educational programs and services for those affected by breast cancer, and helping to cultivate and 

develop LBBC’s relationship with new and existing partner companies. She has more than 25 years of 

experience in the nonprofit and academic sectors, especially in the areas of communications, program 

and organizational development. Catherine serves as a member of the Advisory Board of Bryn Mawr 

College Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research and is an Advisor for Laurel House, a 

domestic violence service organization. She holds a Master’s in Social Services and Law and Social Policy 

from Bryn Mawr College Graduate School of Social Work.  

Author: Sarah Paul, BA in Psychology, MSW, LMSW 

Bio: Sarah Paul received a BA in Psychology from SUNY New Paltz and a MSW degree from the 

Silberman School of Social Work at Hunter College. This fall, Sarah will be obtaining a certificate in 

clinical work with children and adolescents through the National Institute for the Psychotherapies. In 

2013, Sarah was awarded the Master's Training Grant in Clinical Oncology Social Work from the 

American Cancer Society. Sarah is currently an Oncology Social Worker at CancerCare in NYC where she 

specializes in working with children, adolescents and young adults affected by cancer. Sarah is also a 

part of the Adolescent and Young Adult Program team at CancerCare who focuses on providing services 

to undeserved populations within the oncology community. Sarah is also a part of the New York State 

Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers.  

Author: Jessica M Perrella, MSW, M.Ed, LSW 

Bio: Jessica M. Perrella is a licensed social worker and sexuality educator from Philadelphia, PA. Ms. 

Perrella earned both a Masters of Social Work and a Masters of Education in Human Sexuality from 

Widener University, where she began researching the intersectionality of cancer and sexuality. As a 

Program Coordinator for Cancer Support Community Greater Philadelphia, she facilitates support 

groups, lectures and develops activity content for individuals affected by cancer in Philadelphia, 

Montgomery and Bucks counties. Ms. Perrella’s research interests include: the impact of diagnosis and 

treatment of sexual health, specifically, intimacy and relationships, issues of survivorship in young 

adulthood and oncofertility.  

Author: Alison Petok, MSW, MPH, LSW 

Bio: Alison Petok received a BA in Spanish and History from Washington University in St. Louis and an 

MSW and MPH from the University of Pennsylvania. Alison is a licensed Social Worker in Pennsylvania 



and is currently working in Medical Oncology at the Sidney Kimmel Cancer Center at Thomas Jefferson 

University. In this role she provides support services to patients from young adults to seniors, works in 

the multidisciplinary palliative care clinic, and supports gastrointestinal cancer and melanoma patients. 

In addition to direct service, Alison has several years of experience in the research arena. She has been 

involved in the development of mobile interventions to improve quality of life, develop coping skills, and 

reduce hospital readmission rates for individuals with cancer, as well as evaluating the need for access 

to fertility preservation services and the development of a distress screening program.  

Author: Tammy Plummer, BSN, RN 

Bio: Tammy Plummer, BSN, RN, has been a practicing nurse on the oncology unit at the Reading Health 

System since 2009. Tammy acquired a BSN from Alvernia University and currently matriculating in the 

Master of Science in Nursing degree program at Chamberlain College of Nursing. She is in the Family 

Nurse Practitioner program. Tammy also has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Behavioral Health Studies.  

Author: Victoria Puzo, MSW, MA, LMSW 

Bio: Victoria Puzo received a BA in Psychology from SUNY Cortland in 2005, an MA in School Counseling 

from the University of San Diego in 2008 and an MSW degree from Adelphi University in 2013. She was 

hired as an oncology social worker after completing her internship at CancerCare in New York City. Ms. 

Puzo's work as an oncology social worker includes providing individual and group counseling to people 

diagnosed with cancer, survivors, caregivers and the bereaved. She specializes in working with children, 

adolescents and young adults. She enjoys learning new and innovative interventions and collaborating 

with other healthcare professionals. Ms. Puzo has presented at previous conferences including the 

Annual Living Beyond Breast Cancer Conference in September 2015 and the Young Adult Cancer 

Connection Cancervention Conference in April 2015.  

Author: Lora M. Rhodes, MSW, LSW 

Bio: Lora received her BS in psychology from Penn State University and MSW from Rutgers University. A 

social worker for over 25 years, she recently returned to clinical work at the Sidney Kimmel Cancer 

Center at Jefferson, where she began her career in oncology social work in 1996. In her current role she 

provides support services to patients from young adults to seniors, works in the multidisciplinary senior 

adult oncology and cancer genetics clinics, and supports lung, head and neck, genitourinary, and breast 

cancer patients, as well as patients with hereditary and genetic risk for cancer. Prior to her current 

position, she worked in continuing medical education, developing education programs for physicians, 

nurses, and social workers.  

Author: Anne Rihanek, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Anne Rihanek, MSW, LCSW received a BA in Social Work from the College of St. Thomas in St. Paul 

Minnesota and a MSW from the University of Nebraska, Omaha. She is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

in the state of Missouri. Mrs. Rihanek is Social Work Supervisor for the Division of Medical Oncology at 

Washington University School of Medicine, where she has worked since 1995. In her role, she supervises 

a staff of four Masters prepared Clinical Social Workers and also provides direct patient care in the 

outpatient Medical Oncology setting. She has sought out training opportunities in Cancer Survivorship 

and Caregiver support by attending training offered through City of Hope. Mrs. Rihanek has also taught 

Principles of Clinical Interventions in Health at the Brown School of Social Work and has been the 

recipient of two American Cancer Society MSW Training grants.  



Author: Elizabeth A. Rohan, PhD, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Dr. Elizabeth Rohan graduated summa cum laude from Boston College in 1989 with a degree in 

sociology and earned her MSW from the Boston College Graduate School of Social Work in 1990. She 

then began a career in clinical oncology social work, counseling cancer patients and their families, first at 

the Massachusetts General Hospital and later at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. Dr. Rohan has taught 

at Boston College, Boston University, Oglethorpe University, and Adjunct Assistant Professor at the 

University of Louisville’s Kent School of Social Work. Dr. Rohan earned a PhD in Sociology and Social 

Work from Boston University in 2005. Since 2009, Dr. Rohan has translated her clinical knowledge into 

public health practice and research at the CDC. Dr. Rohan is a health scientist in the Division of Cancer 

Prevention and Control, where she is a subject matter expert on Patient Navigation and Community 

Health Workers and cancer survivorship.  

Author: Natalie Santos, MSW, LCSW 

Bio: Natalie Santos received a BA in Psychology as well as her Masters of Social Work from New York 

University. Natalie is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker with special training in oncology, and has worked 

as a clinical social worker at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center since 2009. She has experience 

working with multiple populations, including those in survivorship, young adults, and currently with 

stem cell transplant patients. Natalie has previously presented at the American Group Psychotherapy 

Association and AOSW National Conferences.  

Author: Tara J. Schapmire, PhD, MSSW, CSW, CCM, OSW-C 

Bio: Tara Schapmire, PhD, MSSW, CSW, CCM, OSW-C , serves on the faculty of the University of 

Louisville’s School of Medicine and the Kent School of Social Work. She is involved in research and 

teaching for both schools. Dr. Schapmire’s research interests include psycho-social care of cancer 

survivors and their families, gerontology, health disparities, caregiver issues, palliative care, survivorship 

and inter-professional education. She serves as co-investigator on an NIH research grant focusing on 

development of an interdisciplinary oncology palliative care curriculum for interdisciplinary health-

science learners. She is co-investigator on a HRSA grant aimed at development of an interdisciplinary 

gerontology curriculum for interdisciplinary learners. As a co-investigator on the Kentucky LEADS 

Collaborative, she and her team are dedicated to reducing the burden of lung cancer in Kentucky and 

beyond through development, evaluation, and dissemination of novel, community-based interventions 

to promote provider education, survivorship care, and prevention and early detection regarding lung 

cancer.  

Author: Hester Hill Schnipper, MSW, LICSW, BCD, OSW-C 

Bio: Hester Hill Schnipper is the Chief of Oncology Social Work at Boston's Beth Israel Deaconess 

Medical Center, has been an adjunct professor at Simmons College and Boston University, and was the 

Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation's first Hatcher Professor of Survivorship. A nationally known 

speaker, she has authored two books for women diagnosed with breast cancer, writes regularly for 

professional journals, and writes a daily blog, "Living with Cancer" for BIDMC. She is a past President of 

the Association of Oncology Social Work and recipient of their Oncology Social Worker of the Year award 

(1991), and Leadership in Oncology Social Work award (2007).  In 1993 and again in 2005, Ms Schnipper 

was diagnosed with breast cancer and treated with surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, and hormone 

therapy. These diagnoses transformed her life's work into her life. She has two adult daughters and 

lives, gratefully, with her husband in Concord, Massachusetts.  



Author: Emily P Sherlock, BA, MSW, LMSW 

Bio: Emily Sherlock received a Dual BA in Psychology and Judaic Studies from the University of Michigan 

in 2010, and graduated with her MSW from New York University in 2012. As a student at NYU, Emily was 

selected as a member of the Zelda Foster Fellowship in Palliative and End of Life Care, and has 

participated in mentorship in this area since completing her MSW program. Emily was chosen as the 

American Cancer Society Oncology Social Work Intern in 2011, and began working in the field of social 

work at the Mount Sinai Hospital in June of 2012. Emily has been working in inpatient Oncology for 2 

years, providing psychosocial supportive counseling to patients diagnosed with all types of cancer, 

primarily around new diagnosis and end of life. Emily also serves on Mount Sinai's Social Work 

Professionalism Committee, consulting in departmental issues and decisions.  

Author: Kathryn Smolinski, MSW; JD, LMSW; JD 

Bio: Ms. Smolinski, an oncology social worker and public interest attorney, is director of the Legal 

Advocacy for People with Cancer Clinic at Wayne State University Law School in Detroit, MI. She created 

this interdisciplinary medical-legal partnership between Wayne Law and the Karmanos Cancer Center. 

Ms. Smolinski is a supervisor in the End-of-Life Care Social Work Practice Post-Graduate Certificate 

Program at Smith College School for Social Work and serves as a field instructor for the Wayne State 

School of Social Work. She provides continuing social work education through Smith, Wayne State, and 

Michigan State University. Ms. Smolinski recently completed work as faculty on an oncology social work 

leadership grant through the City of Hope awarded by the National Cancer Institute. She was the first 

Executive Director of the Association of Oncology Social Work (AOSW) after several years working as a 

senior clinical social worker at Johns Hopkins oncology center.  

Author: Stacee Springer, MSW, LCSW, ACSW, OSW-C 

Bio: Stacee Springer is a licensed clinical social worker at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center 

in Bethesda, Maryland. She has 30 years of pediatric oncology experience, both in the civilian 

community as well as the military. She has provided individual and family counseling. In addition, she 

has developed the R.E.A.C.H. (Recovery, Education, Accomplishment, Camaraderie and Hope) program 

for Pediatric Oncology at Walter National Military Medical Center, which standardizes psychosocial care 

for children and young adults diagnosed with cancer. She is a subject matter expert on palliative care 

and end of life issues across the lifespan. Ms. Springer has lectured locally and nationally on topics 

related to palliative care and death and dying. She holds a faculty appointment on the Instructor level in 

the Department of Pediatrics at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences-F.Edward 

Hebert School of Medicine since March 2013.  

Author: Sharon Stahl, LMSW 

Bio: Sharon Stahl, LMSW, is the Sharsheret Support Program Coordinator. She is a graduate of Columbia 

University School of Social Work. Sharon provides young Jewish breast cancer survivors with navigation 
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